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YWCA 2015 WOMAN OF DISTINCTION, D’BI YOUNG  
LAUNCHES MONODRAMA THEATRE FESTIVAL 

  
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
June 9, 2015 (TORONTO) – The Watah Theatre Institute, founded by 2015 YWCA woman of 
distinction, d’bi.young anitafrika, announces its inaugural Word! Sound! Powah! Festival of 
Monodrama on June 22-28 with the launch of Black Solo, an anthology of contemporary Canadian 
monodrama, and keynote speech by award-winning playwright and director, Djanet Sears.  
 
The Word! Sound! Powah! Monodrama Festival is the culminating festival in a tri-annual art 
series showcasing twenty-five new works of art including sixteen full length, original monodramas 
written and performed by Watah artist-in-residence. The weeklong festival mainstage production 
features an adaptation of the award winning play, Word! Sound! Powah!, performed by The Watah 
Theatre Institute’s artists-in-residence, written and directed by d’bi.young anitafrika.  
 
“A group of brilliantly gifted, passionate and compassionate artists-in-residence at the institute will be 
performing biomyth monodramas catalyzed by their own lived experiences to re-vision the 
possibilities of theatre-making in Canada and the world. You do not want to miss these plays,” said 
d’bi.young anitafrika. 
 
Additional highlights for the festival include: 
 

§ Book launch and signing of Black Solo, volume 1 – A Watah anthology of contemporary 
Canadian monodrama 

§ The Watah Theatre Institute’s inaugural graduation of sixteen artist-in-residence who have 
completed year long residencies 

§ Solo exhibitions of visual artist-in-residence 
§ Wholistic Health Day featuring artist speak-in 
§ Free of charge Youth Arts Day 

 
 

Word! Sound! Powah Festival of Monodrama 
 

Date:  June 22-28 ~ 6:00pm-10:00pm 
 

Youth Arts Day June 27, 1pm-4pm 
Wholistic Health Day June 28, 1pm-4pm 

 
The Watah Theatre Institute 
9 Trinity Street, #317 & #313  

Distillery Historic District 
 

Tickets available here. 
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About The Watah Theatre Institute: 
Previously anitafrika dub theatre, The Watah Theatre Institute was founded in 2008 by award 
winning artist d’bi.young anitafrika and was officially incorporated as a not-for-profit in 2014. The 
centre is a w/holistic artist development institute, grounded in the Sorplusi Method, with a mission 
to cultivate and nurture artists as healers, mentors, and keepers of the sacred. Arts-engagement sits at 
the core of the organization’s commitment to providing world people’s who are newly emerged, mid-
career and established artists such as Black womben, racialized young adults, new immigrants, first 
nations and LGBTQQIP2SAA people, with the tools to self-actualize, create urgent art and uncover 
crucial mentorship skills for each one to teach one.  
 
About d’bi.young anitafrika: 
d’bi.young anitafrika, a 2015 YWCA woman of distinction, is an internationally celebrated African-
Jamaican-Canadian dubpoet, monodramatist, educator and theatre director. She is the published 
author of two collections of poetry, eight plays, two dubpoetry albums, and The Sankofa Trilogy. 
d’bi. is the recipient of two Dora Mavor Moore Awards, the K.M. Hunter Theatre Award, Toronto 
Mayor’s Arts Council Award, the Women of Resilience Award, the Canadian Poet of Honor Award 
and the Best Spoken Word Artist Award. She is also the Program Designer and Facilitator of the 
Arts, Activism and AIDS Academy – a recent project of the Stephen Lewis Foundation. 
 
About Djanet Sears: 
Djanet Sears is an award-winning playwright and director and has several acting nominations to her 
credit for both stage and screen. She is the recipient of the Stratford Festival’s 2004 Timothy Findley 
Award, as well as Canada’s highest literary honour for dramatic writing: the 1998 Governor General’s 
Literary Award. She is the playwright and director of the multiple Dora Award winning production 
of Harlem Duet (Scirocco Drama, 1997), which was workshopped at the Joseph Papp Public Theatre 
in NYC, where Djanet was the international artist-in-residence in 1996. Her other honours include: 
the 1998 Floyd S. Chalmers Canadian Play Award, the Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement Award, 
the Harry Jerome Award for Excellence in the Cultural Industries, and a Phenomenal Woman of the 
Arts Award. She is currently an adjunct professor at University College, University of Toronto. 
 
Connect with us online: 
 
Anique Jordan, Public Relations Director 
communications@watah.org 
 
Website: www.watah.org   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thewatahschool   
Twitter: www.twitter.com/thewatahschool   
Youtube: www.youtube.com/thewatahschool  
  
Subscribe to The Watah Theatre Institute Newsletter at http://tinyurl.com/WatahNewsletter and 
receive updates on our work. 
 


